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0ÒÅÓÉÄÅÎÔȭÓ #ÏÒÎÅÒ  
By Lynn Kelly, President of the Montana 
Loon Society 
It has been way too long since we have 
communicated to all the people who have 
faithfully supported the Montana Loon Society 
and the loons that breed in this state.  As you 
have probably guessed, MLS has been without 
a newsletter editor for a few years.  We are 
delighted to welcome Patricia Bouta of Seeley 
Lake as our new editor.  Hailing from 
Minnesota, Patricia spent summers among the 
loons of the Boundary Waters Canoe Area 
Wilderness.  This early contact with loons 
caused her to want to re-connect with 
Montana loons once she realized that she had 
loon neighbors here... and we are blessed!  

It's hard to really share how much has 
happened during the time without a 
newsletter.  Obviously you will read of the new 
Montana Loon Society license plate.  We really 
hope that you will support the society and its 
loon work by purchasing this plate for your 
vehicles.   If we don't sell enough of the plates, 
they will be discontinued. 

Another important newsflash is that 
MLS is re-organizing again.   MLS has 
"morphed" at least twice in our existence.  We 
started out as the Montana Loon Study around 
1980 when we were gathering the initial data 
about loons that enabled Don Skaar to write 
the first Loon Management Plan.  Around 1988, 
the MLS became the Montana Loon Society 
which was, at the time, a quasi-agency 
organization that was gathering data as well as 
managing and monitoring loons.  Around 1998, 
the Common Loon Working Group (CLWG) was 
formed which is an agency-oriented 
organization consisting of wildlife biologists 
from all agencies and private entities (Plum 
Creek) that were involved with loon research, 
monitoring and management.   
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The data responsibilities that MLS was 
handling are now in the most capable 
hands of the CLWG.  So, MLS needs to 
morph once again into the organization 
that can work hand in glove with the CLWG 
without duplicating what the CLWG does.   

Some of the questions the Board of 
Directors have been pondering have 
included: 
 1) If we had unlimited time, money and 
resources, what would we do for loons; 
and  
2) What still needs to be done to ensure 
the presence of loons on the Montana 
landscape in 50 years.  From the ideas 
listed from these two questions, we are 
developing short and long term goals to 
chart our course.  One thing we want to do 
is have an increased presence in loon 
country at a variety of different festivals 
ranging from the Forestry Expo to joining 
various bird venues around the Flathead 
Valley.  If any of you would like to join this 
conversation with your ideas PLEASE email 
your ideas to the Director on the Board 
that is in your area.   

Before we know it, loons will be 
landing in our lakes and their elegant 
presence will launch another season of 
watching, wondering, hoping and praying 
that all we are doing for them will be 
enough.  If you want to be involved with 
any of the watch-dogging activities around 
a loon lake, please contact someone on the 
officer or board of directors list so we can 
include you.  In the meantime, we are 
excited to be back in contact with you.  
Have a loon-filled 2010.  
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The 2006, 07, 08 and 09 Annual Board 

Meetings of the Montana Loon Society were 

held in Polson at the end of September each 

year. The meetings usually begin with a 

morning work session. In 2006, the Board 

reviewed and updated the Societyôs web 

site. Those updates were posted on the web 

site in January of 2007. No morning work 

session was held in 2007, but in 2008 the 

Board reviewed the long (6-10 year) and 

short-term (1-5 year) goals of MLS. In 

2009, the morning work session again 

focused on the Societyôs goals. In addition, 

in order to help groups beginning new 

outreach programs, art ideas used at Seeley 

Lakeôs Loon and Fish Festival were shared. 

At each meeting, along with 

reviewing the budget and loon activity for 

the year, board member election is one of 

the most important activities that the Board 

participates in. Two changes took place 

during the four-year span. The first was in 

2008 when Region 4ôs (Ashley Creek to 

Thompson/Fisher Drainage) Board Member, 

John Winnie retired, and Tony Dawson was 

elected to take his place. In 2009, in Region 

3 (Tobacco River Drainage, north to 

Canada), Chuck and Myrna Schwartz were 

elected to serve in retiring Board member 

Lynn Johnsonôs place. Region 6 (Yaak, 

Kootenai and Bull River) has been vacant 

for several years and the Board expresses its 

regrets about that. However, the Board 

wishes to thank all its serving board 

members in the past and present for their 

hard work for loons. (For a current list of 

the Montana Loon Society Officers see the 

box on this page.) 
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Loon Day Results 
By Chris Hammond and Amy Jacobs 

As common loon enthusiasts in Montana, we have the ability to dramatically 

influence their conservation.  Through our annual surveys, we collect data on 

territorial pairs and the number of chicks these pairs produce.  Based on research, 

the ratio of these two numbers represents the most important vital rate driving 

population dynamics in common loons.  The threshold we watch for is 0.48 chicks 

per territorial pair, which represents a stable loon population.  Anything below 

that and there would be cause for concern.  However, in Montana we have been 

able to stay above that threshold and maintain a running average of 0.66 chicks 

per territorial pair.  Thanks to partnerships and collaborations through the 

Montana Common Loon Working Group and the Loon Ranger Program we 

continue to be successful in conserving Montanaôs common loons.  See the 

following page for the Annual Loon Day Summary and Chicks/Territorial Pair 

information. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Want to keep up to date on the doings of the Montana Common Loon Working 

Group?   Send an email to Amy Jacobs at ajacobs@fs.fed.us so you can be added to 

our e-mail list.  Its use is limited mostly to agendas and meeting notes, alerts about 

upcoming loon surveys, and announcements about the availability of reports or 

various loon conservation opportunities. 
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New Montana Loon Society License Plate 

By Donna Love 

The Montana Loon Society is pleased to announce that its new Loons of Montana license 

plate is expected to be available for purchase in July in county courthouses around Montana. As 

many of you know, we have been working on the plate since 2008 when our fundraising campaign 

got off the ground. Since then, we have been working on the design and striving to fulfill the many 

state requirements to having our own plate.  

The State of Montana began sponsored plates several years ago. These plates represent 

qualified organizations, colleges or governmental bodies. They are designed with distinctive 

backgrounds, colors or phrases that identify the sponsoring organization. Our plate has the words, 

ñMontana Loon Societyò on it.  

To use our plate, you must register your vehicle annually, with one exception. Beginning 

January 1, 2008 by paying a one-time contribution, light vehicles 11 years or older are eligible for 

permanent registration, and trailers that are permanently registered, may have sponsored plates. 

The cost of purchasing the Montana Loon Society plate and renewing it each year includes a 

donation that goes directly to the Montana Loon Society. By purchasing the Loons of Montana 

plate, people are showing support for the Montana Loon Society and making a financial 

contribution to its work. The Montana Loon Society will receive $20 from the sale of each plate, 

which will provide much needed funding. Proceeds from this plate will put loon rangers in the 

field, provide educational programs, purchase loon buoys, and complete many important projects. 

Any individual or business who owns a passenger car, pickup, van, sport utility vehicle, 

motor home, large truck or bus that is registered in Montana can display the plate. A few 

organizations restrict their plates to people who meet certain eligibility requirements.  The MLS 

doesnôt restrict its plate. We hope all Montananôs will show their support for loons. There is no 

special process to apply for or renew our sponsored plate. The county treasurer issues or renews 

the plates when you pay the applicable vehicle registration fees and any special license plate fees. 

We would like to thank artist, Monte Dolack, for giving permission to use his spectacular 

Loons of the Swan Valley print, and graphic artist, Eileen Chontos who developed the design. In 

addition, we would like to thank a most generous anonymous donor and others that made this plate 

possible. The new plate is shown above. 

 

 

 


